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SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS 
PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 

Saturday, January 29, 2005 
St. Pete Beach, Florida 

 
 
The Research and Statistics Program Advisory Committee (PAC) meeting was held at the 
TradeWinds Island Grand Resort in St. Pete Beach, Florida, on January 29, 2005. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
PAC Chair Dr. Charles Friel (At-Large) called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and 
welcomed PAC members and guests. 
 
Committee members present were Dr. Alfred Blumstein (At-Large), Capt. Marshall 
Brown (New Jersey), Mr. Theron Schnure (Connecticut), Lt. John Shelton (Nebraska), 
Ms. Diane Sherman (Michigan), and Mr. Brad Truitt (Tennessee). 
 
SEARCH staff present were Mr. Owen Greenspan, Director of Law and Policy, and Ms. 
Jan Burnaugh, Administrative Assistant. 
 
Guests in attendance were Ms. Peggy Bell, Delaware Criminal Justice Information 
System; Dr. Jacqueline Cohen, Carnegie-Mellon University; and Mr. Robert Holloran, 
National Background Data LLC. 
 
Review and Approval of July 2004 Meeting Summary 
 
PAC members reviewed the summary of the Research and Statistics PAC meeting held 
on July 24, 2004, in Chicago, Illinois. It was moved by Dr. Alfred Blumstein, seconded 
(Lt. John Shelton), and unanimously carried, 
 

“To approve the July 24, 2004, meeting summary as written.” 
 
Different Meeting Format 
 
At the request of the PAC Chair, Mr. Owen Greenspan explained to the attendees 
that this meeting, at the direction of the Board, would significantly differ from its 
usual format. Rather than the typical agenda of status updates on the National 
Incident-Based Reporting System and Law Enforcement National Data Exchange 
projects (NIBRS and N-DEx) and presentation and discussions of other topics 
relevant to the PAC, the new meeting format would provide for in-depth exposure 
and discussion of a single topic. 
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At the suggestion of Dr. Al Blumstein, the PAC meeting would focus on the Web-
based Crime Data Resources at the National Consortium on Violence Research at 
the H. John Heinz III School of Public Policy and Management, Carnegie-Mellon 
University. 
 
Web-based Crime Data Resources at the National Consortium on Violence Research 
(NCOVR) 
 
Dr. Blumstein provided background remarks and then introduced Dr Jacqueline Cohen, 
Research Professor at the Heinz School and a member of the NCOVR staff. Dr. Cohen, 
using both PowerPoint screen shots and on-line Web access, demonstrated various facets 
of the resources that are available at NCOVR without charge. The collection of available 
databases includes: 
 

• Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) data on offenses and arrests since 1980 
• Incident-based reports of homicides since 1980 
• NIBRS incident-based reports since 1997 
• National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) data since 1973 
• Census data for 1980 and 1990 for summary levels from census block groups to 

national totals. 
 
The traditional solution to data sharing is through data archives or repositories that are 
similar to libraries. The mission is to achieve a broad range of datasets. The data are 
typically held as text or statistical application files and users download an entire dataset. 
However, the structure of the data is often complex, involving multiple related 
respondents or other supplementary data, and varying data elements for subjects/cases 
within the same data module. Web-based advanced database management systems are 
removing many of the obstacles to using complex data sets by providing tools that allow 
users easy access to the variables and cases of interest, and permit linkages among 
multiple data sets. 
 
The NCOVR Data Center takes full advantage of the Internet and advanced relational 
database management system (DBMS) from Oracle to store data. Users can access the 
data through Cognos® data cube software and the Oracle Discoverer® tool. Cognos® 
provides access to “power cubes” built from NCOVR’s Web-based datasets to allow 
users to flexibly explore patterns in the data. The “power cubes” are multi-dimensional 
tables that focus on a specific theme. The user can easily change the dimensions 
displayed and filter the contributing data. 
 
The Cognos® software is completely browser-based and does not require any additional 
software on the user’s machine. The Web-based Oracle Discoverer® is an ad-hoc query 
and analysis tool for accessing advanced relational databases.  
 
Using actual UCR and NIBRS data, Dr. Cohen demonstrated the utility of the software 
and several ways of sorting and combining data. 
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PAC members questioned Dr. Cohen about various ways that they might seek to use 
NCOVR Data. Dr. Friel indicated he would be interested in Dr. Cohen conducting a 
training session at Sam Houston University on the NCOVR data resources. 
 
Dr. Friel thanked Dr. Cohen and Dr. Blumstein for their efforts in bringing NCOVR to 
the attention of the PAC and for making this resource available to the SEARCH 
Membership. Dr. Friel indicated that he would brief the SEARCH Membership on what 
the PAC had seen and learned and would inform them of the availability of this on-line 
resource. 
 
Dr. Friel adjourned the meeting at 10 a.m. 


